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very evenly worded. We all want the
troops to come home, but we want to
make sure they come home with honor
and that the conditions warrant them
leaving.

Right now, we are withdrawing in a
dishonorable fashion. We are putting
our own Nation more at risk. Just as
sure as I am on the floor of the Senate,
ISIS will reemerge, and all those who
helped us are going to be in jeopardy.
It will be harder to get allies in the fu-
ture. As for these 700 prisoners who
were captured on the battlefield, we
will hear from them again.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Will my colleague
yield for a question?

Mr. GRAHAM. Yes.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. You talk about
those 700 prisoners. A number of them
are foreign fighters. A number of them
are ISIS fighters from Syria and Iraq.
What do you think will happen to those
detainees who are being held by the
Syrian Democratic Forces if we with-
draw and there is no support for what
they are doing?

Mr. GRAHAM. One of two things will
happen. No. 1, the Syrian Democratic
Forces had a very ethical view of treat-
ing prisoners. I was astonished at the
compliance with law and their desire to
take their enemies and treat them bet-
ter than they were treated. The jail
was, quite frankly, very impressive.

Here is what is going to happen. They
are going to shoot them or they are
going to get out. If Assad takes over
before Turkey gets there, they will kill
everybody in the jail. So what does it
matter if a bunch of ISIS fighters get
killed? It is about us. Once they are
captured, it matters how we treat
them. I want them tried. I want them
held off the battlefield. We are not exe-
cutioners. But the most likely scenario
is that ISIS reemerges and they break
out.

I promise the President this—and I
told President Obama the same thing—
if you will stick with it and listen to
the generals, no matter whether it
hurts me or not, we will be with you.
We will give you the political support a
Republican can give a Democrat to see
this thing through. I promise the Presi-
dent one thing: I will help you where 1
can, but I am going to hold you ac-
countable. I am going to do everything
in my power—if you don’t change this
decision—to make sure you own it, so
the next President will learn from your
mistakes.

I yield.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Texas is recognized.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have a
number of consent requests and wrapup
as we make our way toward the conclu-
sion of the 115th Congress.

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Presiding
Officer be authorized to sign duly en-
rolled bills or joint resolutions during
today and tomorrow’s session of the
Senate.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNITED STATES PORTS OF ENTRY
THREAT AND OPERATIONAL RE-
VIEW ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 6400 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 6400) to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to conduct a threat
and operational analysis of ports of entry,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know
of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 6400) was passed.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

SECRET SERVICE OVERTIME PAY
EXTENSION ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6893, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 6893) to amend the Overtime
Pay for Protective Services Act of 2016 to ex-
tend the Secret Service overtime pay excep-
tion through 2020, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 6893) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

NO HERO LEFT UNTREATED ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

December 19, 2018

mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from consideration of H.R. 1162
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1162) to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram to provide access to magnetic EEG/
EKG-guided resonance therapy to veterans.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1162) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———————

VETERANS BENEFITS AND
TRANSITION ACT OF 2018

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
that the Chair lay before the Senate
the message to accompany S. 2248.

The Presiding Officer laid before the
Senate the following message from the
House of Representatives:

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S.
2248) entitled ‘“An Act to amend title 38,
United States Code, to authorize the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to provide certain
burial benefits for spouses and children of
veterans who are buried in tribal cemeteries,
and for other purposes.””, do pass with an
amendment.

Mr. CORNYN. I move to concur in
the House amendment, and I ask unan-
imous consent that the motion be
agreed to and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
THE CALENDAR

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Small
Business Committee be discharged and
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of the following
bills en bloc: H.R. 6347 and H.R. 6348.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills en bloc.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bills, en bloc, be consid-
ered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

A Dbill (H.R. 6347) to adjust the real estate
appraisal thresholds under the 7(a) program
to bring them into line with the thresholds
used by the Federal banking regulators, and
for other purposes, was ordered to a third
reading and was read the third time.

A Dbill (H.R. 6348) to adjust the real estate
appraisal thresholds under the section 504
program to bring them into line with the
thresholds used by the Federal banking regu-
lators, and for other purposes, was ordered to
a third reading and was read the third time.
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